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Title 
 

Amendment of the Building By-Law 

Date Prepared: 
 

April 5, 2018 

Report To: 
 

His Worship the Mayor & Members of Council 

Councillor and Role: 
 

N/A 

Ward: 
 

N/A 

 
Decision/Direction Required: 
 
Council approval of the proposed amendments to the Building By-Law and adoption of the 
Residential Landscaping Requirements Policy. 
 
Discussion – Background and Current Status: 
 
In June 2017, Council approved the following recommendation of the Planning and 
Development Standing Committee: 
 
“To add the requirement for tree(s) to the general landscape requirements and take an overall 
landscape deposit from the permit holder for the lot.  Once all landscaping, including the tree 
planting is completed, the deposit will be returned.  This is similar to the approach used in 
neighbouring municipalities.  While this does introduce a deposit, it differs from the May 3rd 
recommendation in that the deposit is for the overall landscaping and is not specific to the tree.  
The By-Law will have to be amended to include the tree(s) as part of the general landscaping 
plans.  Enforcement is not anticipated to be an issue as the deposit creates the incentive to 
complete the landscaping.  Further, this provides the necessary incentive to ensure that trees 
are planted and is consistent with other jurisdictions in the region.  It is further recommended 
that the landscape deposit be set after consultation with the home builder.” 
 
 
The Manager of Regulatory Services has drafted the Residential Landscape Requirement 
Policy (copy attached).  The required amendments to the Building By-Law have been drafted by 
the Legal Department (copy attached) for Council’s consideration and adoption.  It should be 
noted that violations of the by-law can lead to ticketing and/or fines. 
 
Key Considerations/Implications: 
 
1. Budget/Financial Implications: 
 

 Deposits for landscaping and refunds for completed landscaping will need to be 
accurately tracked. 

 
2. Partners or Other Stakeholders: 
 

 General Public, Construction Industry Stakeholders 
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3. Alignment with Strategic Directions/Adopted Plans: 
 

 Neighbourhoods Build Our City 
 Responsive and Progressive 

 
4. Legal or Policy Implications: 
 

 Violations of the Building By-Law can lead to ticketing and/or fines. 
 
5. Engagement and Communications Considerations: 
 

 The amendments to the Building By-Law will need to be published in the Telegram 
and Queen’s Printer Gazette in order to be legally in effect. 
 

 Communication of the new tree requirements to the general public and construction 
industry stakeholders will be necessary. 

 
6. Human Resource Implications: 
 

 N/A 
 

7. Procurement Implications: 
 

 N/A 
 
8. Information Technology Implications: 
 

 N/A 
 
9. Other Implications: 
 

 N/A 
  

Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that Council approve the Residential Landscape Requirement Policy and 
bring forward a Notice of Motion (copy attached) to adopt the amendments to the Building By-
Law at a future Regular Meeting of Council 
 
Prepared by/Signature: 
Cheryl L. Mullett 
City Solicitor 
 
Approved by/Date/Signature: 
Cheryl L. Mullett 
City Solicitor 
 
April 5, 2018 
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Attachments: 
 
1.  Council Directive #S2017-06-12/7 
2.  Residential Landscape Requirement Policy 
3.  Notice of Motion 
4.  Building (Amendment No. 1, 2018) By-Law 
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