
 

 

 

 
City of St. John’s  PO Box 908  St. John’s, NL  Canada  A1C 5M2  www.stjohns.ca 

Title:    Request for Donation – Canadian Federation of Students – Consent Forum 

Date Prepared:   2017/10/12 

Report To:   Mayor and Council 

Councillor and Role:  N/A 

Ward:    N/A 

Decision/Direction Required: Seeking direction from Council regarding a request for financial 
support from the Canadian Federation of Students towards a Consent Forum being held in St. John’s 
on November 20 and 21. 

Discussion – Background and Current Status: 

 The Canadian Federation of Students submitted a request to the City seeking financial support 
for the Consent Culture Forum taking place on October 20 and 21 at Memorial University of 
Newfoundland. 

Key Considerations/Implications: 

1. Budget/Financial Implications 
N/A 
 

2. Partners or Other Stakeholders 
Canadian Federation of Students 
   

3. Alignment with Strategic Directions/Adopted Plan 
 
☐A City for All Seasons 

☐A Culture of Cooperation 

☐Effective Organization 

☒Fiscally Responsible 

☐Neighbourhoods Build our City  

☐Responsive and Progressive  

 
4. Legal or Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
 
 
 

DECISION/DIRECTION NOTE 



5. Engagement and Communications Considerations 
N/A 
 

6. Human Resource Implications 
N/A 
 

7. Procurement Implications 
N/A 
 

8. Information Technology Implications 
N/A 
 

9. Other Implications 
N/A 

Recommendation: It is recommended that the request by the Canadian Federation of Students be 
declined as it does not meet the criteria of Policy: 04-09-02 – Financial Support for Meetings and 
Conventions. 

Prepared by/Signature:  Elaine Henley, City Clerk 

Approved by/Date/Signature: Kevin Breen, City Manager 

Attachments:  Submission from Canadian Federation of Students 
   Policy: 04-09-02 – Financial Support for Meetings and Conventions 

 

 



Canadian Federation of Students 
Newfoundland and Labrador 

8 LeMarchant Rd. 
St. John’s, NL 

A1C 2G5 
T: (709) 737 3204 

	
	
	
	
To: Finance Committee, City of St. John’s 
 
Re: Consent Culture Forum  

  October 20th and 21st, 2017 
  Memorial University of Newfoundland  

 
Good afternoon,  
 
I am writing on behalf of the organizing committee for the Consent Culture Forum taking 
place on October 20th and 21st at Memorial University of Newfoundland St. John’s 
campus. This event is the first to take place in the province and will facilitate spaces, 
workshops, and panels to enrich participants understanding of consent culture. 
 
Building a consent culture is the aspiring alternative to rape culture. It is a culture in 
which giving and receiving consent in normalized and practiced universally. Consent 
culture is one in which prevailing narratives of sexual activity, interpersonal relationships, 
and bodily autonomy are centered on mutual consent. The fight to end sexualized 
violence is central to working towards consent culture; however, consent culture is more 
than just the absence of rape culture. It represents a fundamental re-imagining of current 
cultural norms and narratives.  
 
A forum of this importance and magnitude depends on organizers, volunteers, 
presenters, panelists, and community partners. Furthermore, the success of the Consent 
Culture Forum will also rely upon donations from organizations and municipalities like 
the City of St. John’s, who share our dedication in dismantling rape culture in 
Newfoundland and Labrador. Your support is essential in helping us with the 
considerable cost of travel and accommodation for participants and speakers.  
 
I would like to thank you for consideration in supporting the Consent Culture Forum. We 
believe that through the solidarity of committed groups Newfoundland and Labrador can 
be a province that is a beacon for consent culture. 
 
Attached is an approximate budget and suggested donations based on these estimates.  
 
Kindest regards,  
 
Sofia Descalzi 
Chairperson, Canadian Federation of Students – Newfoundland and Labrador  
 
 
	



 
Approximate Budget  
 
Travel for speakers 

Flights: 956. 10 
Taxis: 80.00 

 
Accommodation for speakers 
 Hotel (141.00 per night/ per person): 564.00 (taxes not included)  
 Per diem: 160.00 
 
Travel for students outside the Avalon 
 Travel subsidy: .36 cent/ km  
  
Accommodation for students outside the Avalon 

Hotel (141.00 per night/ double occupancy): 2, 820.00 
 
Food  
 Supper on Friday for all participants: 550.00 (excluding taxes) 
 Breakfast on Saturday for all participants: 250.00 (excluding taxes) 

Lunch on Saturday for all participants: 400.00  (excluding taxes)  
 
Materials 
 Binders for participants: 200.00 
 Printing materials for binders: 150.00 
 
Total budget without all taxes and all travel considered: 6,130.00  
 
Suggested donation based on current expenses: 1000.00  
 
This donation would specifically assist in covering the cost of food for our 
participants. In the event that the City of St. John’s is able to offer funding for the 
Consent Culture Forum, all materials would include the logo of our donors and all 
food will be served with city advertising materials (ie: pop up banners, swag etc.) 
visible to all participants. Additionally, the City of St. John’s is welcome to join our 
Community Fair, which is taking place during the registration portion of our forum 
and includes many non-for-profit groups, women’s advocacy groups, and other 
community groups—this is open for all interested groups not just donors.  
 
Thank you again for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
NL Consent Culture Forum Committee  
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