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AGENDA 
REGULAR  MEETING 

February 3rd, 2014 
4:30 p.m. 

At appropriate places in this agenda, the names of people have been removed or edited out so as to 
comply with the Newfoundland and Labrador Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 

1. Call to Order

2. Approval of the Agenda

3. Adoption of the Minutes   (January 27th,    2013)

4. Business Arising from the Minutes

A.   Included in the Agenda

1. Memorandum dated January 22, 2014 from the Chief Municipal Planner
Re:  St. John’s Development Regulations Amendment No. 593, 2013
Application to  Rezone Property Situated at  “1 Bergeron Place “
Bergeron Place and Groves Road   (Ward 4)

2. Memorandum dated January 29, 2014 from the Chief Municipal Planner
Re:  Proposed Amendments for Commercial and Residential Development
(The Light House Project)
83 & 90 Duckworth Street   (Ward 2)

3. Memorandum dated January 28, 2014 from the Chief Municipal Planner
Re:  Proposed Text Amendment for Building Line Setback
Civic #292 Kenmount Road    (Ward 4)
Redwood Construction Ltd.

4. Memorandum dated January 23, 2014 from the Chief Municipal Planner
Re:  Proposed Amendments to the St. John’s Municipal Plan for additional
height and to the Development Regulations to allow additional uses on the
ground floor within the CO Zone (on a discretionary basis)
53 & 67 Margaret’s Place   (Ward 2)

B.  Other Matters 

5. Notices Published

6. Public Hearings

7. Committee Reports

a. Development Committee Report dated  January 28, 2014
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8. Resolutions    
  

9. Development Permits List  
 
10. Building Permits List  
 
11. Requisitions, Payrolls and Accounts          
 
12.        Tenders    
 
13. Notices of Motion, Written Questions and Petitions      
  
14. Other Business    
 

a. Memorandum dated January 27th, 2014 from the Deputy City Manager, Corporate Services 
& City Clerk Re: Travel by Councillor Breen to Deer Lake, February 26 and 27, 2014 
Urban Municipalities Committee Meetings. 
 

b. Request from Councillor Collin Re: Financial Contribution to Goulds Winter Carnival  
 

c. Snow Clearing Report   
 

d. Economic Update February 2014 
 

1. Correspondence from the Mayor’s Office   
 

2. Items Added by Motion  
 

15. Adjournment  



 
                                                                                                                      January 27, 2014      
 

The Regular Meeting of the St. John’s Municipal Council was held in the Council Chamber, 

City Hall  at 4:30 p.m. today. 

 
His Worship the Mayor presided. 
 
There were present also: Deputy Mayor Ellsworth, Councillors Hann,   Hickman,  Lane,  

Puddister,  Breen, Galgay, Davis and Collins. 

 

Regrets:  Councillor Tilley. 

 

City Manager, Deputy City Manager, Corporate Services & City Clerk,  Deputy City Manager, 

Public Works,   Deputy City Manager, Planning, Development & Engineering, Deputy City 

Manager, Community Services, Director of Engineering,  Chief Municipal Planner, Manager, 

Budget & Treasury,  City Solicitor,   and Manager, Corporate Secretariat,  were also in 

attendance.    

 
Call to Order and Adoption of the Agenda 
 

SJMC2014-01-27/36R 
It was decided on motion of Councillor Breen; seconded by Councillor Galgay:  
That the Agenda be adopted as presented.  

  
Adoption of Minutes 
 

SJMC2014-01-27/37R  
It was decided on motion of Councillor Collins; seconded by Councillor Breen:  
That the minutes of  January 20th,  2014 be adopted as presented.  

 
 
Committee Reports  
  

 
Planning & Development Standing Committee Report dated January 21, 2014 
 
Council considered the following Planning and Development Standing Committee Report 

dated January 21, 2014: 
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In Attendance: Councillor Tom Hann, Chairperson 
   Deputy Mayor Ron Ellsworth 

 Councillor Bruce Tilley 
 Councillor Danny Breen 
 Councillor Art Puddister 
 Councillor Dave Lane 
 Councillor Bernard Davis  
 Councillor Jonathan Galgay  
 Robert Smart, City Manager 
 Jason Sinyard, Director, Planning and Development 
 Judy Powell, General Manager, Metrobus 
 Maureen Harvey, Recording Secretary 
 
 

 
1. Proposed text amendment Section 7.15 – Special Developments, to allow 

Horticultural Operations utilizing Hydroponics or Aquaculture in a greenhouse. 
(Ward 5) 

 
The Committee considered a memorandum from the Chief Municipal Planner dated January 
15, 2014 outlining the details of an application for the development of an Aquaponics facility 
utilizing greenhouses that will house tanks for raising fish and growing herbs. This 
contemplated text amendment relates to permitting Hydroponics or Aquaponics facilities as a 
discretionary use in the Agriculture (AG) Zone, throughout the City. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Moved by Councillor Davis; seconded by Deputy Mayor Ellsworth that Council proceed 
with an advertisement soliciting public review and comment on a text amendment to the 
St. John’s Development Regulations to allow hydroponics as a discretionary use in a 
greenhouse in the AG Zone. Upon completion of this process, the amendment would then 
be referred to a future Regular Meeting of Council for consideration of adoption.  
 
 

2. 355 Main Road  Bidgood’s Plaza (Ward 5) 
Proposed Text Amendment to Allow a Lounge in the CN Zone and Establishment of 
a Lounge at Bidgood’s Plaza                                                                                                   

 
The Committee reviewed a memorandum dated January 10, 2014 from the Chief Municipal 
Planner noting that the Goulds Food Inc. has submitted an application for an amendment to the 
text of the St. John’s Development Regulations which would have the effect of allowing a 
Lounge as a Discretionary Use in the Commercial Neighbourhood (CN) Zone. This is 
associated with an application by Goulds Food Inc. to establish a Jungle Jim’s/Shamrock City 
restaurant (Eating Establishment) at Bidgood’s Plaza which was recently approved by Council 
as a Discretionary Use.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor Ron Ellsworth; seconded by Councillor Galgay that Council 
proceed with a text amendment to add Lounge as a discretionary use in the CN Zone and 
advertise the application to establish a Lounge as part of the Jungle Jim’s /Shamrock 
City restaurant operation at Bidgood’s Plaza. 

 
3. 120 LeMarchant Road – (Ward 2) 

Proposed Rezoning to Apartment Medium Density (A2) and Development of a 64-
Unit    Apartment Building 
 

The Committee considered a memorandum dated January 15, 2014 from the Chief Municipal 
Planner noting an application from RJC Services, on behalf of PAR Holdings to have property 
at 120 LeMarchant Road (formerly Harrington School and more recently Lawrence College) 
rezoned from the Residential Mixed (RM) Zone to the Apartment Medium Density (A2) Zone. 
The purpose of the rezoning is to accommodate development of a six-storey condominium 
apartment building containing 64 dwelling units. Development will involve removal of the 
existing building and construction of a new building. Offstreet parking will be provided in two 
basement levels accessible from LeMarchant Road.  
 
To accommodate the rezoning, an amendment to the Municipal Plan will be required.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Committee recommends, based on a motion put forth by Councillor Tilley; seconded 
by Councillor Puddister that an application to rezone property at 120 LeMarchant Road 
from Residential Mixed (RM) Zone to the Apartment Medium Density (A2) Zone to 
accommodate development of a six storey condominium apartment building be 
considered, and that Council adopt the attached draft terms of reference for a land-use 
assessment report (LUAR).  
 
4. 12 Jensen Camp Road (Ward 3) 

Proposed Text Amendment to Allow Townhouses throughout Planning Area 4  
Mundy Pond in the Residential Medium Density (R2) Zone 
 

A memorandum tabled by the Chief Municipal Planner, dated January 20, 2014 was discussed.  
It outlines an application to allow a five (5)-unit townhouse development at 12 Jensen Camp 
Road.  This would not require a rezoning, as the property is already in the Residential Medium 
Density (R2) Zone. However, the Planning Area 4 (Mundy Pond) Development Plan restricts 
multi-family housing (townhouses and semi-detached houses) to Blackmarsh Road alone. This 
would need to be amended.  There would also need to be an amendment to the R2 Zone table 
to remove the restrictions for Planning Area 4. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Proposed by Councillor Galgay; seconded by Councillor Tilley that Council  agree to 
allow a Municipal Plan text amendment removing the restriction on multi-family housing 
in Planning Area 4 (Mundy Pond) and to revise the R2 Zone table for townhousing in 
Planning Area 4, subject to the receipt of input by way of a public meeting.  Subsequent 



 - 4 -      2014-01-27 
 
 
to the public meeting and should Council agree to proceed, the Municipal Plan 
amendment would require a public hearing chaired by an independent commissioner. 
 
 
5. 369 Blackmarsh Road (Ward 3) 

Application for Rezoning and Approval to Develop 2 Apartment Buildings and 10 
Row House Dwelling Units. 

 
A memorandum dated January 20, 2014, authored by the Chief Municipal Planner was 
considered.  It states that Karwood Estates Inc. have applied for approval to develop property 
at 369 Blackmarsh Road, with an area of approximately 1.7 hectares (4.3 acres) and 20 metres 
(66 feet) frontage, for the purpose of a 32-unit apartment building, a 60-unit apartment 
building (each building would be 4 storeys tall), and 10 row houses (each 3 storeys tall), under 
the umbrella of a single condominium corporation. The development would involve 
construction of a road from Blackmarsh Road through the property, connecting to the 
neighbouring residential development of the former Gulliver’s Farm called “Westfield”. The 
property is zoned Residential Medium Density (R2) and Open Space (O) and designated 
Residential High Density and Open Space. This proposal would require rezoning to the 
Apartment Medium Density (A2) Zone and involve a Municipal Plan amendment. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor Ellsworth; seconded by Councillor Galgay that, given the 
proposal provides for the acquisition of approximately 2.5 acres from the City to the 
developer, it was agreed that further discussion be deferred pending receipt of a report 
from staff outlining details of any option the developer may have with respect to the 
purchase of such property.  Also, the Committee requests further detail regarding the 
proposed “attainable housing” component of the proposal. 
 
Councillor Tom Hann 
Chairperson 
 
 

SJMC2014-01-27/38R  
It was moved by Councillor Hann; seconded by Councillor Lane:  That the 
Committee’s recommendations be approved. 
 

Regarding Item #2 –  Establishment of Jungle Jim’s/Shamrock City restaurant at 

Bidgood’s Plaza,   Councillor Puddister pointed out that in the event the establishment closes, 

the liquor license is not transferable, and a new operator is required to submit to Council a 

separate discretionary use application. 

 
  The motion being put was unanimously carried. 
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Development Committee Report dated January 21, 2014 
 
Council considered the following Development Committee Report dated January 21, 2014: 
 
1. Planning and Development File No. SUB1300009 
 Approval-in-Principle for Residential Subdivision  
 Twenty-four (24) Building Lots 
 Walsh’s Lane/Kilbride (Ward 5) 
 Applicant:  Balnafad Co. Ltd. 
 Residential Low Density (R1) Zone 

 
It is the recommendation of the Development Committee that this application be granted 
Approval-in-Principle, subject to the following: 
 

1. Payment of the applicable Subdivision Application Fees, Development Fees 
and Civic Improvement Assessments as required under Section 6.4 of the St. 
John’s Development Regulations; and, 

2. Compliance with all requirements of the Department of Planning, Engineering 
and Development, and Public Works. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Robert F. Smart, City Manager 
Chair – Development Committee 
 

  
SJMC2014-01-27/39R  
It was moved by Councillor Hann;  seconded by Councillor Collins:  That the 
Committee’s recommendation be approved. 
 
 The motion being put was unanimously carried. 

 
Public Works Standing Committee Report dated January 16, 2014 
 
Council considered the following Public Works Standing Committee Report dated January 16, 

2014: 

 
In Attendance:  Councillor Jonathan Galgay, Chairperson 
   Councillor Sandy Hickman 
   Councillor Bruce Tilley 

Councillor Bernard Davis 
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Councillor Wally Collins 
Robert Smart, City Manager 
Paul Mackey, Deputy City Manager of Public Works 
Dave Blackmore, Deputy City Manager of Planning, Development &  
 Engineering 
Brendan O'Connell, Director of Engineering 
Don Brennan, Director of Roads & Traffic  
Steve Colford, Manager of Waste & Recycling 
Brian Head, Manager of Parks & Open Spaces 
Karen Chafe, Recording Secretary 

 
Also present was Daniel MacEachern, reporter with The Telegram. 

 
1. St. John's Harbour Snow Dumping 

The Committee considered a memo dated January 12, 2014 from the Deputy City 
Manager of Public Works regarding the above noted.  The Committee on motion of 
Councillor Hickman; seconded by Councillor Collins recommends Council’s approval 
of the following recommendation: 

 
That the City issue a Request for Proposals to examine alternatives for 
snow disposal in accordance with the terms outlined in a staff report from 
the Director of Roads and Traffic.  The estimated cost for the study is 
$30,000 and it is proposed to fund this from the 2014 snow clearing budget. 
 

2. Lighting of Public Buildings in Downtown Core 
The Committee considered a Council Directive from the regular meeting of December 
9, 2013 regarding the Mayor’s suggestion that night lighting of buildings in the 
downtown core be implemented in conjunction with the property owners to enhance 
the vibrancy of downtown at night.   

 
The Committee agreed that this issue be referred to a future meeting of the 
Heritage Advisory Committee to identify significant historic buildings in 
the downtown as a first step and then possibly to contact owners to propose 
the idea.   

 
 
Jonathan Galgay 
Chairperson 
 
 
 

SJMC2014-01-27/40R  
It was moved by Councillor  Galgay; seconded by Councillor Hickman:  That the 
Committee’s recommendations be approved 

 
  The motion being put was unanimously carried. 
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Audit and Accountability Committee Report dated January 7, 2014 

 
Council considered the following Audit and Accountability Committee Report dated January 

7, 2014: 

 
Present:   Deputy Mayor Ron Ellsworth, Chairperson 

Councillor Danny Breen 
Councillor Tom Hann 
Mr. Harold Squires, Citizen Representative 
Mr. Neil Martin, Deputy City Manager, Corporate Services – City Clerk 
Mr. Robert Bishop, Deputy City Manager, Financial Management 
Dave Blackmore, Deputy City Manager 
Bob Bursey, City Solicitor 
Tanya Haywood, Director of Recreation 
Jason Sinyard, Director of Planning and Development 
Derek Coffey, Manager, Budget and Treasury 
Brian Head, Manager of Parks & Open Spaces 
Gord Tucker, Manager of Capital Works & Buildings 
Janine Halliday, Manager, Citizen’s Service Centre 
Carol Kirkland, Manager of Inspection Services 
Mr. Sean Janes, Senior City Internal Auditor 
Mr. David Royle, Internal Auditor 
Cathy Jackman, Supervisor, Citizen’s Service Centre 
Ms. Maureen Harvey, Recording Secretary 
 

 
1. Grand Concourse Authority – Draft Audit Report 
 
The Committee reviewed a draft report prepared by the Internal Audit Division regarding the 
processes put in place by City Management to ensure that all work completed by the Grand 
Concourse Authority was completed effectively, efficiently and up to City Standards. 
 
Recommendation 
The Committee recommends acceptance of the Internal Audit Report of a Program 
Review with respect to the Grand Concourse Authority – Assignment #12-02 
 
2. Inspection Services  Audit Report 
 
The Committee reviewed an audit report with respect to inspection services in the Department 
of Planning, Development and Engineering  which was undertaken in accordance with the 
three year audit plan approved under Council Directive R2011-02-14/11.  The audit centered 
on the building, electrical and plumbing inspection areas of the division and focused on risk 
management, governance processes and control processes. 
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Recommendation 
The Committee recommends acceptance of the Internal Audit Report relating to 
Inspection Services - Assignment #12-04 
 
3. Review of Responses to Expressions of Interest for membership on the Audit & 

Accountability Committee 
 

The Committee was advised of people who have expressed an interest in serving on the Audit 
& Accountability Committee. 
 
The present Citizen Representative, Harold Squires, indicated that this is his fourth year on the 
Committee.  Given the revised schedule for meetings (monthly) and the fact that his retirement 
will take him out of the country for a number of months, along with the interest of other citizen 
representatives, Mr. Squires tendered his letter of resignation.  He reaffirmed what was stated 
in his letter that he has enjoyed serving on the committee and is impressed and pleased with 
the quality of supporting staff. 

 
Recommendation 
The Committee accepts the resignation of Citizen Representative, Harold Squires from 
the Audit and Accountability Committee and recommends the appointment of Harold 
Boyd Chislett and Renee Dyer as new Citizen Representatives in accordance with the 
provisions of the Committee’s revised mandate which was approved by Council on 
January 13, 2014. 
 
 
 
Deputy Mayor Ron Ellsworth 
Chair 
 
 

SJMC2014-01-27/41R  
It was moved by Deputy Mayor Ellsworth, seconded by Councillor Davis:  That 
the Committee’s recommendations be approved. 
 
  The motion being put was unanimously carried. 

  
 
Weekly Permits List 
 
Council considered as information the following Weekly permits list for the period  January 16 

to 22, 2014: 

 

 

 



 - 9 -      2014-01-27 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS LIST 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND ENGINEERING 

FOR THE PERIOD OF January 16, 2014 TO January 22, 2014 
 
 
       

 
Code  

 
Applicant 

 
Application 

 
Location 

 
Ward 

 
Development 
Officer's Decision 

 
Date 

RES  Home Office 132 Forest Road 2 Approved 14-01-22 
RES  Home Office 13 Hutton Road 1 Approved 14-01-22 
RES  Installation of Sump 

Pump 
1 Vaughan Place 4 Approved 14-01-22 

       
 
 
 
 
 
* Code Classification: 

RES    - Residential INST - Institutional 
COM   - Commercial IND - Industrial  
AG       - Agriculture 
OT        - Other 

 
 

 
Gerard Doran 
Development Officer 
Department of Planning 
 
 
 
 
 

** This list is issued for information purposes only.  Applicants have been advised in 
writing of the Development Officer's decision and of their right to appeal any decision 
to the St. John's Local Board of Appeal. 

 

 
                       

 
 
Building Permits List – January 27, 2014   
 

SJMC2014-01-27/42R  
It was moved by Councillor Collins; seconded by Councillor Puddister: That the 
recommendation of the Director of Planning and Development with respect to the 
following building permits, be approved: 
 

  

Building Permits List 
Council’s January 27, 2014 Regular Meeting 

 
                                                Permits Issued:        2014/01/16 To 2014/01/22 
 

 Class: Commercial 

 286 Torbay Rd-Yoga Kula Co-Op         Co   Commercial School 
 644 Topsail Rd                        Sn   Club 
 607 Torbay Rd                         Ms   Office 
 100 Military/Const Trailer            Nc   Accessory Building 
 179 Water St (Rear)                   Cr   Service Shop 
 The Village- Klondike Jakes           Rn   Restaurant 
 67 Major's Path-Suite 103 A&B         Rn   Office 
 The Village-430 Topsail Rd            Rn   Service Shop 
 Factory Lane - Mechanical Rm          Rn   Office 
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 430 Topsail Rd-Ardene                 Rn   Retail Store 
 136 Crosbie Rd                        Rn   Office 
 271 Duckworth St                      Rn   Mixed Use 

 This Week $        317,100.00 

 Class: Government/Institutional 

 100 Military/Construct/Trailer        Sw   Recreational Use 
 90 Densmore's Lane                    Nc   Admin Bldg/Gov/Non-Profit 

 This Week $      36,869,387.00 

 Class: Residential 

 183 Cheeseman Dr                      Nc   Fence 
 3 Cherrybark Cres, Lot 250            Nc   Single Detached & Sub.Apt 
 14 Ellis Pl                           Nc   Patio Deck 
 153 Gower St                          Nc   Patio Deck 
 9 Guernsey Pl., Lot 29, Unit 1        Nc   Condominium 
 9 Guernsey Pl., Lot 29, Unit 2        Nc   Condominium 
 9 Guernsey Pl., Lot 29, Unit 3        Nc   Condominium 
 9 Guernsey Pl.Lot 29, Unit 4          Nc   Condominium 
 71 Guy St-Unit 1                      Nc   Townhousing 
 71 Guy St-Unit 2                      Nc   Townhousing 
 71 Guy St-Unit 3                      Nc   Townhousing 
 71 Guy St-Unit 4                      Nc   Townhousing 
 71 Guy St-Unit 5                      Nc   Townhousing 
 71 Guy St-Unit 6                      Nc   Townhousing 
 48 Larkhall St                        Nc   Patio Deck 
 11 St. John's Pl                      Nc   Condominium 
 15 St. John's Pl, Block 6             Nc   Condominium 
 19 Veitch Cres                        Nc   Accessory Building 
 5 Cornwall Hts                        Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 
 91 Hamilton Ave                       Rn   Townhousing 
 233 Pennywell Rd                      Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 
 1 Pine Bud Ave                        Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 
 115-119 Queen's Rd                    Rn   Condominium 
 21 Topsail Rd                         Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 

 This Week $      15,112,850.00 

 Class: Demolition 

 This Week $                .00 

  This Week's Total: $   52,299,337.00 

  Repair Permits Issued:   2014/01/16 To 2014/01/22 $      71,700.00 
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 Legend 

 Co  Change Of Occupancy        Cr  Chng Of Occ/Renovtns 
 Nc  New Construction           Sw  Site Work 
 Rn  Renovations                Ex  Extension 
 Ms  Mobile Sign                Dm  Demolition 
 SN  SIGN 
 
 
 
 
YEAR TO DATE COMPARISONS 

January 27, 2014 

        

TYPE 2013 2014 % VARIANCE (+/-) 

Commercial $14,700,700.00 $3,800,200.00 -74 

Industrial $0.00 $0.00 0 

Government/Institutional $0.00 $36,900,400.00   

Residential $7,300,000.00 $15,900,900.00 118 

Repairs $89,300.00 $141,700.00 59 

Housing Units (1 & 2 Family 
Dwellings) 15 10   

TOTAL     102 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Jason Sinyard, P. Eng., MBA 
Director of Planning & Development 
 
 
 
 

 Payrolls and Accounts 
 

SJMC2014-01-27/43R  
It was decided on motion of Councillor Collins; seconded by Councillor  
Puddister: That the following Payrolls and Accounts for the week ending January 
22, 2014 be approved: 
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Weekly Payment Vouchers 
For The 

Week Ending January 22, 2014 
 

Payroll 
 
Public Works        $ 533,851.05 
 
Bi-Weekly Casual       $   21,339.17 
 
 
Accounts Payable                $3,438,917.13 
 
 
 
     Total:             $3,994,107.35 
 
 
 
Tenders 
 

a. RFP – Quidi Vidi Village Overlay Zone 
 

SJMC2014-01-27/44R  
It was moved by Councillor Collins; seconded by Councillor Puddister:  That the 
recommendation of the Director of Planning and Development be approved and 
the RFP awarded as follows: 
 

a. Tract Consulting for the amount of $25,000.00 plus HST. 
 

The motion being put was unanimously carried. 
 
 

Correspondence 
 

215 LeMarchant Road 
 

Council considered a memorandum dated January 23, 2014 from the City Solicitor regarding 

the above noted. 
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 SJMC2014-01-27/45R  
It was moved by Councillor Breen; seconded by Councillor  Galgay:  That 
City owned land located between the front boundary of 215 Lemarchant 
Road and the Lemarchant Road sidewalk, be sold at a rate of $20 per 
square foot (approximately $10,000.00). 
 
  The motion being put was unanimously carried. 
 

  
Snow Clearing Report   
 
Council considered as information the snow clearing report for the period January 1 to 24, 

2014, showing a negative variance of $274,109. 

 
  
 
Correspondence from the Mayor’s Office   

 
Letter to His Worship the Mayor from Steve LeGrow, 90 Greenspond Drive  
Extending gratitude to a City employee    

 
His Worship acknowledged the above noted letter and on behalf of Council  commended and 

extended  thanks to the snow crew operators for their swift action in assisting Mr. Steve 

LeGrow, who was found unconscious in a snow bank during the Christmas season.      

  
 

Councillor Collins 
 

Councillor Collins asked that Council give serious consideration during capital  budget 

discussions to approving funding towards the installation of sidewalks in front of St. 

John Bosco and St. Kevin’s High Schools. 

 
Councillor Davis 
 

Councillor Davis asked that the City Clerk carry out a review of the municipal 

elections process and that the review focus on establishing ways to maintain an 

accurate voters’ list,  establishing partnerships with  Elections Canada and Elections 

NL,  and internet voting. 
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His Worship the Mayor reminded Council that the City has already petitioned the 

Province to allow internet voting and they have yet to respond. 

 
Councillor Davis also asked that the Audit and Accountability Committee implement a 

process for review of the  current campaign financing bylaw, specifically look at   

campaign expenses to determine if the spending is  line with  spending limits under the 

bylaw,  and look at implementing a cap on campaign donations. 

 
  
Councillor Galgay 

  
Councillor Galgay extended congratulations to Tom Marshall on his appointment as   

Newfoundland and Labrador’s 11th Premier, and asked that His Worship the Mayor 

forward a letter of congratulations on behalf of Council and state Council’s eagerness 

to commence discussions on a new fiscal framework for the City. 

 
Councillor Galgay advised that he will be holding a gathering with residents of 

Riverhead Towers on February 3, 2014. 

 

Councillor Galgay advised that he has received concerns from residents in the 

Kenmount Road area with regards to ice buildup. The matter was referred to the 

Deputy City Manager, Public Works for follow-up. 

 
 

Councillor Lane 
 

Councillor Lane outlined some of the highlights of  the City’s annual economic review 

and outlook report. He also updated Council on his attendance along with Councilor 

Tilley at the Board of Trade Outlook Summit on Thursday.  

 
 

Councillor Hickman 
 
Councillor Hickman noted that he fully supports Councillor Davis’ proposal for a 

review of the Municipal Election process.   
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Councillor Hickman noted that the deadline for submission of applications for the Arts 

Grants Program is January 31, 2014, and the deadline for Special Events and Festivals 

grants is February 7, 2014. 

 

Councilor Hickman noted that he along with Councillor Lane and the City’s Heritage 

Officer have been working  with the Presentations Sisters   with respect to the 

replacement of windows at the convent and is confident that the situation will be 

resolved to the satisfaction of both the City and the sisters.   

 

Deputy Mayor Ellsworth 

 
Deputy Mayor Ellsworth commended staff on their recruitment of members to the 

Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Youth and spoke to the upcoming Youth Week event, 

May 1 to 7, 2014. He noted that there will be an art exhibit at City Hall  and advised 

that he will provide more information on the various youth week activities at a later 

date.    He encouraged the community at large and the schools to participate and submit 

their art exhibit displays. 

 
His Worship the Mayor 

 
In speaking to Councillor Davis’s proposed Municipal Election review, His Worship 

the Mayor advised that he has already met with the City Clerk on the issues and the 

possibility of putting a process in place whereby a committee would be established to 

carry out a review of the election process. 

 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.   
 

_______________________________________ 
                                                      MAYOR   
 
 
                
       _______________________________________  
                                      CITY CLERK 
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To Whom it May Concern,  
 
I have lived at 7 Wood Street for 18 years and I am infinitely familiar with the joys and 
challenges of downtown St. John's living. As you can see from my longevity downtown, thus far 
the joys are outweighing the challenges. I read with very much dismay of the plans for both 83 
and 90 Duckworth. I am not in support of changing the St. John’s Municipal Plan nor the 
Development Regulations. 
 
In summary, I do not support the change in the St. John’s Municipal Plan and/or zoning for 
either 83 or 90 Duckworth. These regulations are in place for a reason and shouldn’t be changed 
at the whim of a developer. If these developments were in line with the current plan/regulations, 
I would be disappointed with them going ahead but I wouldn’t have to swallow the bitter pill that 
only residents/small businesses have to follow the rules while others get them changed. Case in 
point…Red Ochre Gallery is not allowed to raise their roof by one foot meanwhile Republic 
Properties gets to build a five story monster in their backyard…where is the fairness? The nuns 
can’t have windows that make sense, yet Republic Properties gets to build a six story building 
where the zone only allows for four. If you approve these changes, you are approving this double 
standard and opening the flood gates to development without a plan. 
 
83 Duckworth 
 
The notice I received said that the developers for this site have requested an increased building 
height of 21 metres. I do not support this request. One of my greatest joys in living at 7 Wood 
Street is that every morning when I awake, I look out my front second story window at Signal 
Hill and Cabot Tower while drinking my morning coffee. I have been enjoying this view for 18 
years and this view was one of the major reasons I took the risk to buy a (at the time) round-
down house on Wood Street. With the proposed building height increase for the "boutique 
hotel", it strikes me as ironic that people visiting the city for one or two nights who pay no 
municipial taxes will enjoy the view my house once had for the past 100 years. I also wonder if, 
indeed, we need another hotel in our neighbourhood with the Sheraton, the Courtyard, the 
Quality, Hometel, and many many B & B's already there. In fact, the Knock on Wood B & B has 
been for sale across the street for at least 2 years now. The neighbourhood is already crowded 
and overflowing with tourists in season. I do not support changing the development plan and/or 
zoning for this property at all and especially oppose the specially requested increase in height. 
 
90 Duckworth 
 
Fire halls are special places. In the best of neighbourhood plans, this former fire hall would be 
repurposed to a community arts or recreation centre or library or other use in the public good. 
Given the rapid expansion, as of yet unfilled, condo developments in the east end of downtown, I 
don't think it is time for yet another-especially one on a site that was former used for the good of 
the entire community. I do not support the change in zoning from Downtown Residential to 
Apartment Residential for this property. As someone who has been exiting Wood Street onto 
Duckworth for 18 years, add a parking garage entrance on Duckworth for this property will make 
an already complex intersection even more complex for drivers and pedestrians alike.  
 



The scale of the development for both properties threatens to create a concrete "jungle"tunnel, 
dark and cold reminiscent of so many other downtown scapes, and the beginning of one of our 
most important streets. I find it once again ironic that the development is called "lighthouse" as 
there is nothing light about it-it will both cast shadows were there is currently shadow and take 
the view from so many to benefit the few.  
 
In summary, I do not support the change in the St. John’s Municipal Plan and/or zoning for 
either 83 or 90 Duckworth. These regulations are in place for a reason and shouldn’t be changed 
at the whim of a developer. If these developments were in line with the current plan/regulations, 
I would be disappointed with them going ahead but I wouldn’t have to swallow the bitter pill that 
only residents/small businesses have to follow the rules while others get them changed. Case in 
point…Red Ochre Gallery is not allowed to raise their roof by one foot meanwhile Republic 
Properties gets to build a five story monster in their backyard…where is the fairness? The nuns 
can’t have windows that make sense, yet Republic Properties gets to build a six story building 
where the zone only allows for four. If you approve these changes, you are approving this double 
standard and opening the flood gates to development without a plan. 
 
Best regards, 
 
  
 
 

 































Date: January 30, 2014 

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

From: Robert Smart 
Chair-Development Committee 

Re:  Department of Planning& Development  
File No’s CRW1400001,CRW1400002,CRW1400003     
Department of Environment and Conservation Applications 
Crown Land Grant Referral for 3 Parcels of Land 
Blackhead Road, Ward 5 
Rural Residential Infill (RRI) Zone 

The Provincial Department of Environment and Conservation has referred three (3) applications 
to the City requesting comment for Crown Land Grant Referrals regarding the above-referenced 
properties.  These parcels of Crown Land located near Blackhead Crescent each have frontage on 
a public street and comprise a lot area of 0.1860 hectares with 30 metres of lot frontage which 
satisfy the zone requirements for development in the (RRI) zone. These lots are situated between 
developed rural lots with a contiguous pattern of existing residential development. If successful 
in obtaining a crown land grant, the applicants will be required to obtain approval from Service 
Newfoundland and Labrador for drilled well and septic disposal fields.  Compliance with the 
Department of Planning, Development and Engineering will also be required to develop the lots. 

Recommendation: 

Council approve the subject Crown Land Grant referrals.  Should the applicants be successful in 
obtaining Crown Land Grants, a formal development application must be submitted to the City 
for review and approval prior to the commencement of any development on the site.  

_________________________ 
Robert Smart 
Chair-Development Committee 

GD/dlm 










































