
AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 

     April 30, 2018 
4:30 p.m. 



MEMORANDUM 

April 27, 2018 

In accordance with Section 42 of the City of St. John’s Act, the Regular Meeting of 
the St. John’s Municipal Council will be held on Monday, April 30, 2018 at 4:30 p.m. 

By Order 

Elaine Henley 
City Clerk 



AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL 

April 30, 2018 – 4:30 p.m. – Council Chambers, 4th Floor, City Hall 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

2.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

3.  ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES  

 

• Minutes of April 24, 2018 
 

4.  BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 

a. Included in the Agenda:  
 

b. Other Matters 
 

5.  NOTICES PUBLISHED 

 
6.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
7.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
a. Built Heritage Experts Panel – April 10, 2018 

 
b. Development Committee Report – April 24, 2018 

 
c. Committee of the Whole Report – April 25, 2018 

 
8.  RESOLUTIONS 

 

9.  DEVELOPMENT PERMITS LIST    
 

• Development Permits List – April 19, 2018 to April 25, 2018 
 
10.  BUILDING PERMITS LIST 

 
• Building Permits List – April 19, 2018 to April 25, 2018  

 
11.  REQUISITIONS, PAYROLLS AND ACCOUNTS  

 
• Payroll and Accounts – Week ending April 25, 2018 

 
12.  TENDERS/RFPS 

 
a. Tender 2018066 - Supply and Delivery of 2 Single Axle Garbage Trucks 
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13.  NOTICES OF MOTION, RESOLUTIONS QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS 

 
14.  NEW BUSINESS 

 
15.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 
a. Decision Note dated April 17, 2018 re:  City of St. John’s Civic Housing Action 

Fund 
 

16.  ADJOURNMENT 

 



The background information contained within these minutes can be found in the corresponding Agenda 
 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL 
April 24, 2018 – 4:30 p.m. - Council Chambers, 4th Floor, City Hall 

 
 
Present Mayor Danny Breen 

Deputy Mayor Sheilagh O’Leary 
  Councillor Maggie Burton 
  Councillor Debbie Hanlon 
  Councillor Deanne Stapleton 
  Councillor Hope Jamieson  
  Councillor Wally Collins 
  Councillor Dave Lane 

Councillor Debbie Hanlon 
Councillor Jamie Korab 
Councillor Ian Froude 

 
Regrets Councillor Sandy Hickman 
 
Others Kevin Breen, City Manager (entered at 4:45) 

Jason Sinyard, Deputy City Manager of Planning, Engineering and 
Regulatory Services (entered at 4:42) 

Lynnann Windsor, Deputy City Manager, Public Works (entered at 4:42) 
Tanya Hayward, Deputy City Manager, Community Services 
Derek Coffey, Deputy City Manager, Finance and Administration 
Cheryl Mullett, City Solicitor (entered at 4:42) 
Ken O’Brien, Chief Municipal Planner 
Elaine Henley, City Clerk 
Stacey Fallon, Legislative Assistant 

 
CALL TO ORDER/ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 
Mayor Breen called the meeting to order and read the following statement: 
 
“We respectfully acknowledge the Province of Newfoundland & Labrador, of which the 
City of St. John’s is the capital City, as the ancestral homelands of the Beothuk. Today, 
these lands are home to a diverse population of indigenous and other peoples. We would 
also like to acknowledge with respect the diverse histories and cultures of the Mi’kmaq, 
Innu, Inuit, and Southern Inuit of this Province.” 

 
SJMC2018-04-24/231R  
Moved – Councillor Collins; Seconded – Councillor Jamieson 
 

That the agenda be adopted with the following addition:  
 

• Information Note dated February 19, 2018, Re Strategic Plan Annual 
Report 2017 and 2018 Priorities 

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

http://www.stjohns.ca/sites/default/files/files/agenda/Regular_Agenda_April%2024%2C%202018.pdf
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ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

SJMC2018-04-24/232R  
Moved – Deputy Mayor O’Leary; Seconded – Councillor Stapleton 
 
That the minutes of April 16, 2018 be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

St. John’s Municipal Plan Amendment Number 146, 2018 and 
St. John’s Development Regulations Amendment Number 677, 2018 

Application to Rezone Land to the Residential Medium Density (R2) Zone for 
Development of two Single Detached Dwellings; MPA1800001 
364 Blackhead Road.  

 
Council considered the above noted. 
 

SJMC2018-04-24/233R  
Moved – Councillor Burton; Seconded – Councillor Collins 
 
That Council adopt-in-principle the resolutions for St. John’s Municipal 
Plan Amendment Number 146, 2018, and St. John’s Development 
Regulations Amendment Number 677, 2018, to redesignate and rezone 364 
Blackhead Road from the Industrial General (IG) and Open Space Reserve 
(OR) Zones to the Residential Medium Density (R2) and Open Space 
Reserve (OR) Zones for the development of two Single Detached Dwellings. 
 
Further, that Council request the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Environment to consider an amendment to the St. John’s Urban Region 
Regional Plan to redesignate land at 364 Blackhead Road from Rural to 
Urban Development in order to support the City’s proposed amendments 
as adopted-in-principle. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Notice of Motion – Deputy Mayor O’Leary - Amendment of the Building By-Law 

Council considered the above noted.  
 

SJMC2018-04-24/234R  
Moved – Councillor O’Leary; Seconded – Councillor Jamison 
 
That Council enact an amendment to the St. John’s Building By-Law so as 
to incorporate provisions for trees in accordance with the Residential 
Landscape Requirements Policy. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Notice of Motion – Deputy Mayor O’Leary – Repeal the Tree Regulations 

Council considered the above noted.  
 

SJMC2018-04-24/235R  
Moved – Councillor O’Leary; Seconded – Councillor Lane 

 
That Council repeal the Tree Regulations. 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

SJMC2018-04-24/236R  
Moved – Councillor Burton; Seconded – Councillor Lane 

 
That the Corporate Policy Committee review operational procedures in 
relation to tree maintenance and preservation with a view to developing 
policy for the enhancement and protection of the urban forest.   
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
Development Committee Report – April 17, 2018 

Council considered the above noted report and the recommendations therein: 
 

57-59 –Barrows Road – Demo Rebuild of a fishing Stage Kiwanis Street –  
 
SJMC2018-04-24/237R  
Moved – Councillor Burton; Seconded – Councillor Jamieson 
 
That Council approve the demo/rebuild of the Fishing Stage. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
DEVELOPMENT PERMITS LIST  

 
Council considered as information, the above noted for the period of April 12, 2018 to 
April 18, 2018. 
 
BUILDING PERMITS LIST  

 

Council considered, for approval, the above noted for the period of April 12, 2018 to April 
17, 2018. 
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SJMC2018-04-24/238R  
Moved – Councillor Hanlon; Seconded – Councillor Stapleton 
 
That the building permits list dated April 12, 2018 to April 17, 2018 be adopted 
as presented. 

    CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REQUISITIONS, PAYROLLS AND ACCOUNTS 
 

Council considered the requisitions, payrolls and accounts for the week ending April 18, 
2018. 
 

SJMC2018-04-24/239R  
Moved – Councillor Hanlon; Seconded – Councillor Stapleton 
 
That the requisitions, payrolls and accounts for the week ending April 18, 
2018 in the amount of $6,236,472.73 be approved as presented. 

 
     CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
TENDERS/RFPS 

 
Tender 2018056 – Supply of Tools and Building Supplies 

Council considered the above noted.  
 

SJMC2018-04-24/240R  
Moved – Councillor Froude; Seconded – Councillor Hanlon 

 
That Council award tender 2018056 – Supply of Tools and Building Supplies 
as presented. 

     
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Tender 2018058 – Supply of Gloves 

Council considered the above noted.  
 

SJMC2018-04-24/241R  
Moved – Councillor Froude; Seconded – Councillor Hanlon 

 
That Council award tender 2018058 – Supply of Gloves as presented 

     
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Tender 2018060 – Granular B Production – Robin Hood Bay 

Council considered the above noted.  
 

SJMC2018-04-24/242R  
Moved – Councillor Froude; Seconded – Councillor Hanlon 

 
That Council award tender 2018060 – Granular B Production – Robin Hood 
Bay to the lowest Bidder meeting specifications, Capital Ready Mix a 
division of Newcrete Investments Limited Partnership in the amount of 
$343,275.00 as per the Public Procurement Act.     

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Tender 2018064 – Supply of International Parts  

Council considered the above noted.  
 

SJMC2018-04-24/243R  
Moved – Councillor Froude; Seconded – Councillor Hanlon 

 
That Council Award Tender 2018064 – Supply of International Parts as 
presented.      

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Tender 2018065 – Supply of Trackless Parts  

Council considered the above noted.  
 

SJMC2018-04-24/244R  
Moved – Councillor Froude; Seconded – Councillor Hanlon 

 
That Council Award Tender 2018065 – Supply of Trackless Parts as 
presented. 

     
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Tender 2018010 – Supply of Shop Supplies 

Council considered the above noted.  
 

SJMC2018-04-24/245R  
Moved – Councillor Froude; Seconded – Councillor Hanlon 

 
That Council Award Tender 2018010 - Shop Supplies as presented 

     
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Decision Note dated April 18, 2018 re: St. John’s Local Board of Appeal 

Council considered the above noted. 
 

SJMC2018-04-24/246R  
Moved – Councillor Lane; Seconded – Deputy Mayor O’Leary 

 
 That in accordance with Section 4 of the City of St. John’s Development 

Regulations, Council ratify the Local Board of Appeal’s selection of Mr. 
Wayne Purchase for the position of Chair with Mr. Joe Greene being 
appointed as an alternate. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Information noted dated February 19, 2018, re Strategic Plan Annual Report 2017 
and 2018 Priorities 

Council considered the above noted for information purposes.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
  
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
            MAYOR 
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
         CITY CLERK 
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REPORT 

BUILT HERITAGE EXPERTS PANEL MEETING  

April 10, 2018 – 12:00 p.m. – Conference Room A

 
 

Present: Glenn Barnes, NLAA, MRAIC, Chair 
  Ken O’Brien, Chief Municipal Planner 
  Ann-Marie Cashin, Planner III, Urban Design and Heritage 
  Rob Schamper, Technical Advisor 
  Bruce Blackwood, Contractor 
  Garnet Kindervater, Contractor 
  Mark Whelan, Fougere Menchenton Architecture Inc. 
  Maureen Harvey, Legislative Assistant 
 
 

a. Decision Note dated March 21, 2018 re: 40 Rennie’s Mill Road - Lawrence 

Canning  

Mr. Lawrence Canning attended and addressed the Panel with respect to his 
application for the addition of a fire escape from the third storey of a house located at 
40 Rennie’s Mill Road. 
 
The applicant wishes to replace a window on the 4th floor with a door and a stairway 
access along the side of the building, with one landing abutting one already in place 
and another landing constructed. 
 
The subject property is located within Heritage Area 1, the Residential Low Density 
(RLD) Official District and is zoned Residential Low Density (R1). The building is 
designated by Council as a Heritage Building. 
 
It was noted that the development regulations do not specifically address fire escapes. 
  
 
Mr. Canning advised that the neighbor agrees with the proposal.   
 

Recommendation 

Moved by Bruce Blackwood; Seconded by Mark Whalen 

 

That approval be given to the design of the fire escape at 40 Rennie’s Mill 

Road as proposed, with building conditions to be attached by Inspection 

Services. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

Glenn Barnes, NLAA, MRAIC 

Chairperson 



City of St. John’s  PO Box 908  St. John’s, NL  Canada  A1C 5M2  www.stjohns.ca 

Title: 40 Rennie’s Mill Road, Third storey fire escape 

Date Prepared: March 21, 2018 

Report To:  Chair and Members, Built Heritage Experts Panel 

Councillor & Role: Councillor Maggie Burton, Planning and Development Lead 

Ward: 2 

Decision/Direction Required: To seek approval for a third storey fire escape located at 40 Rennie’s 
Mill Road.   

Discussion – Background and Current Status: 

The City received an application for the addition of a fire escape from the third storey of a house located 
at 40 Rennie’s Mill Road.  

The subject property is located within Heritage Area 1, the Residential Low Density (RLD) Official 
District and is zoned Residential Low Density (R1). The building is designated by Council as a Heritage 
Building. 

As per regulation 5.9.4 Heritage Area Standards (Table), decks and balconies in Heritage Area 1 are not 
permitted on a façade facing a public street unless it is an original feature of the structure – then original 
style of structure to be maintained. The fire escape is proposed to be located at the side of the dwelling 
between 40 and 42 Rennie’s Mill Road. Majority of the stairs including the first and second flights will 
be located in the rear yard. The applicant is proposing to change the existing window to a door with a 
width equal or less than the window. The header above the window will remain. The stairs from the 
third storey will extend toward the back of the house to an existing second storey rooftop deck and will 
be 40 inches wide. Stairs will then continue from the rooftop deck to a small platform and then continue 
to the ground. The handrails, balusters and newel posts will match the existing rooftop deck. An existing 
fence between 40 and 42 Rennie’s Mill Road will block a large portion of the first flight of stairs. The 
fence will also be extended to further obstruct the fire escape from the public street.   

Given that the dwelling is a designated heritage building, consideration must be given to the effects the 
fire escape may have on the building. In this case the fire escape proposed will  be located 
approximately 38 feet from the public right of way and will extend into the rear of the lot. While it may 
be visible from the street between 40 and 42 Rennie’s Mill Road, given the distance from the street it 
will likely have little impact. Therefore it is recommended to approve the design of the fire escape as 
proposed.  

DECISION/DIRECTION NOTE 



Decision/Direction Note Page 2 
40 Rennie’s Mill Road 

Key Considerations/Implications: 

1. Budget/Financial Implications: Not applicable.

2. Partners or Other Stakeholders: Not applicable.

3. Alignment with Strategic Directions/Adopted Plans:
Neighbourhoods Build our City – Maintain and position downtown as a distinct neighbourhood.

4. Legal or Policy Implications: Not applicable.

5. Engagement and Communications Considerations: Not applicable.

6. Human Resource Implications: Not applicable.

7. Procurement Implications: Not applicable.

8. Information Technology Implications: Not applicable.

9. Other Implications: Not applicable.

Recommendation:  
It is recommended to approve the design of the fire escape at 40 Rennie’s Mill Road as proposed. 

Prepared by/Signature: 
Ann-Marie Cashin, MCIP – Planner III, Urban Design and Heritage 

Signature: 

Approved by/Date/Signature: 
Ken O’Brien, MCIP – Chief Municipal Planner 

Signature: 

AMC/ 

Attachments:  
Location of Subject Property 
Applicant’s Submission 



Decision/Direction Note Page 3 
40 Rennie’s Mill Road 

Location of Subject Property 
40 Rennie’s Mill Road 
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REPORTS/RECOMMENDATION 
Development Committee 
April 24, 2018 – 10:00 a.m. – Conference Room A, 4th Floor, City Hall 

 
 

Crown Land Grant for extensions of Private Property 
CRW1800013 
32 Densmore’s Lane 

 
It is recommended that Council approve the Crown Land Grant for 32 Densmore’s 
Lane. 
 
 
 
Jason Sinyard 
Deputy City Manager – Planning, Engineering & Regulatory Services 
Chairperson 
 









REPORT 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

April 25, 2018 – 9:00 am – Council Chamber, 4th Floor, City Hall

 
 

Present: Mayor Danny Breen, Chair   
  Councillor Dave Lane 
  Councillor Hope Jamieson 
  Councillor Deanne Stapleton 
  Councillor Maggie Burton 
  Councillor Debbie Hanlon 
  Councillor Ian Froude 

Councillor Jamie Korab 
Councillor Wally Collins (entered at 9:07) 
 

 
Regrets: Councillor Sandy Hickman 

Deputy Mayor Sheilagh O’Leary 
 
 
Staff:  Kevin Breen, City Manager 

Jason Sinyard, Deputy City Manager of Planning, Engineering & 
 Regulatory Services 
Derek Coffey, Deputy City Manager – Finance & Administration 
Tanya Haywood, Deputy City Manager of Community Services 
Lynnann Winsor, Deputy City Manager of Public Works 
Cheryl Mullett, City Solicitor 
Ken O’Brien, Chief Municipal Planner 
Victoria Etchegary, Manager of Organizational Performance & Strategy 
Susan Bonnell, Manager of Communications and Office Services 

 Elaine Henley, City Clerk 
Stacey Fallon, Legislative Assistant  
 

The Mayor and the Chief Administration Officer of Torbay, Craig Scott and Dawn Chaplin 
were in attendance as well as several members of the Media.  
   
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT – COUNCILLOR MAGGIE BURTON 

 

Decision Note dated April 11, 2018, re: Terms of Reference for Heritage Policy 

Working Group 

 
The Committee discussed the above noted. 
 

Recommendation 

Moved by Councillor Burton; Seconded – Councillor Jamieson 
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Council exempt the Heritage Policy Working Group from Section 5 of 

the Terms of Reference for the Working Group and reconfirm the 

appointment of those public members it has already approved 

without a public recruitment process. 
 
 

MOTION CARRIED WITH  

COUNCILLOR HANLON DESSENTING  

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in Council 
Chambers. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:44 am. 
 
 
Mayor Danny Breen 
Chairperson 
 
 



DEVELOPMENT PERMITS LIST 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, ENGINEERING AND REGULATORY SERVICES 

       FOR THE PERIOD OF April 19, 2018 TO April 25, 2018 
           

       

 
Code  

 
Applicant 

 
Application 

 
Location 

 
Ward 

 
Development 

Officer’s Decision 

 
Date 

COM Management 
Unlimited Inc.  

Upgrade parking lot 290 Freshwater Road 4 Approved 18-04-20 

RES  Home Office for Admin 
of Fitness Classes 

22 Seabourn Street 4 Approved 18-04-20 

RES  Home Office for Project 
Management 
Consulting 

20 Torngat Cresecent 3 Approved 18-04-20 

RES  Home Office for Admin 
of Cleaning Business 

156 Carrick Drive 1 Approved 18-04-25 

       

       

       

       

       

 
 
 
* Code Classification: 

RES - Residential INST - Institutional 
COM - Commercial IND - Industrial  
AG               - Agriculture 
OT               - Other 

 
 

 

Gerard Doran 
Development Supervisor 
Planning, Engineering and 
Regulatory Services 
 
 
 
 
 

** This list is issued for information purposes only.  Applicants have been advised in writing of 
the Development Officer's decision and of their right to appeal any decision to the St. 
John's Local Board of Appeal. 

 

 
              
        

 

   
 
 
 



Building Permits List 

Council’s April 30, 2018 Regular Meeting 

 
 Permits Issued:  2018/04/18 to 2018/04/25 

 Class: Commercial 

 15 Hercules Pl                        Co   Home Office 

 13 Lemarchant Rd                      Co   Eating Establishment 

 4 Craig Dobbin's Way                  Sn   Office 

 57 Bonaventure Ave                    Sn   Apartment Building 

 25 Churchill Sq, Unit 11              Sn   Retail Store 

 118 Duckworth St                      Sn   Office 

 9-11 Pippy Pl                         Sn   Retail Store 

 350 Torbay Rd                         Sn   Retail Store 

 736 Water St                          Cr   Commercial School 

 35 White Rose Dr                      Nc   Fence 

 55 Stavanger Dr                       Nc   Fence 

 570 Newfoundland Dr                   Rn   Office 

 215 Water St, Suite 501               Rn   Office 

 78 O'leary Ave                        Nc   Warehouse 

 This Week $    761,165.00 

 Class: Industrial 

 This Week $           .00 

 Class: Government/Institutional 

 70 Boulevard                          Sn   Admin Bldg/Gov/Non-Profit 

 This Week $      1,800.00 

 Class: Residential 

 197 Brookfield Rd                     Nc   Accessory Building 

 5 Cypress St                          Nc   Fence 

 4 Goodyear Pl                         Nc   Fence 

 70 Heavy Tree Rd                      Nc   Accessory Building 

 101 Lester St                         Nc   Accessory Building 

 42 Lilac Cres, Lot 90                 Nc   Single Detached Dwelling 

 37 Orlando Pl                         Nc   Fence 

 4 Portland Pl                         Nc   Fence 

 22 Prospero Pl                        Nc   Fence 

 6 Whiteway Pl                         Nc   Fence 

 6 Eastmeadows Ave                     Co   Home Office 

 10 Fallowtree Pl                      Co   Home Occupation 

 128 Great Eastern Ave                 Co   Home Office 

 22 Darcy St                           Cr   Subsidiary Apartment 

 5 Dorset St                           Cr   Single Detached Dwelling 

 267 Bay Bulls Rd                      Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 

 25 Cairo St                           Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 

 82 Carrick Dr                         Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 

 19 Hillview Dr E                      Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 

 7 Lawlor Pl                           Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 

 5 Long St                             Rn   Townhousing 

 7 Shea St                             Rn   Single Detached Dwelling 

 This Week $    553,775.00 



 Class: Demolition 

 This Week $           .00 

 This Week's Total: $  1,316,740.00 

 Repair Permits Issued:  2018/04/18 To 2018/04/25 $     34,300.00 

 Legend 

 Co  Change Of Occupancy        Sw  Site Work 

 Cr  Chng Of Occ/Renovtns       Ms  Mobile Sign 

 Ex  Extension                  Sn  Sign 

 Nc  New Construction           Cc  Chimney Construction 

 Oc  Occupant Change            Dm  Demolition 

 Rn  Renovations 

  

YEAR TO DATE COMPARISONS 

April 30, 2018 

TYPE 2017 2018 % VARIANCE (+/-) 

Commercial $23,532,677.00 $46,497,886.00 98 

Industrial $0.00 $5,000.00 n/a 

Government/Institutional $436,000.00 $2,423,682.00 456 

Residential $12,312,359.00 $27,404,565.00 123 

Repairs $550,342.00 $500,758.00 -9 

Housing Units (1 & 2 Family Dwelling) 20 33   

TOTAL $36,831,378.00 $76,831,891.00 109 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason Sinyard, P. Eng., MBA 

Deputy City Manager 

Planning, Engineering & Regulatory Services 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Payment Vouchers 
For The 

Week Ending April 25, 2018  
 

 
 
 
Payroll 
 
 
Public Works $    393,999.09 
 
Bi-Weekly Casual $      28,931.34 
 
Accounts Payable $ 1,654,685.58 
 

 
 
 

                                              Total:        $ 2,077,616.01 
 















 

 

 
City of St. John’s  PO Box 908  St. John’s, NL  Canada  A1C 5M2  www.stjohns.ca 

 
Title:     City of St. John’s Civic Housing Action Fund 
 

Date Prepared:    April 17, 2018 

Report To:    Special  Meeting of Council 

Councillor and Role:   Councillor Hope Jamieson, Council Lead - Housing 

Ward:     N/A 

Decision/Direction Required:  To seek support from Council on the sale of 16 Empire Ave. to develop a Housing 

Action Fund. 

Discussion – Background and Current Status:  
The City’s first Affordable Housing Business Plan (AHBP), Creating Opportunities, Housing Our Community, was 
approved by Council in 2014 and ran until September 2017. The Plan was based on the City’s core belief that 
housing is a human right and that everyone needs and deserves a home that is affordable to them. It included 
17 specific objectives to work on with our partners and recommended the City’s role was to help to identify and 
create opportunities – not build homes. 
 
To continue this commitment to affordable housing - a new 10-year Affordable Housing Strategy is being 
developed for the City of St. John’s in consultation with our partners, stakeholders and residents. In conjunction 
with the development of a new Affordable Housing Strategy funding is required to support implementation 
strategies.  
 
Following best practices from other municipalities it is propose that a civic housing action fund be developed. 
This fund would support the development of affordable housing opportunities and provide a means to leverage 
provincial and federal funding, such as the newly created National Housing Co-Investment Fund, which must be 
supplemented by investments from other orders of government. 

In evaluating current non-profit housing assets, 16 Empire Ave, a four-bedroom, oil heated home is highlighted 

as a property that does not fit the current needs of the housing demand. The City acquired 16 Empire Ave in the 

1990’s when the City of St. John's was looking at reconfiguring the intersection by the old Memorial Stadium. 

This reconfiguration did not happen, and 16 Empire Ave was added to the Non-Profit Housing (NPH) portfolio.  

In that last few years, this house has seen major upgrades. The roof, siding, doors, deck, fence and windows 

have been replaced and the chimney has been refurbished. If this sale is approved, tenants that are living in this 

home will be presented options and transferred into another suitable housing unit.   

The estimated value based on the current City of St. John's assessment (January 1st, 2017) is $300,000. In selling 
this property, revenue would serve as the initial investment into the Civic Housing Action Fund supporting a new 
municipal housing strategy, and the City of St. John’s would avail of a savings on the upkeep of this property.  
 

Following the sale of the property, a detailed model outlining fund allocation will be presented based 
on overlying principles of our new Affordable Housing Strategy.   
 
 
 
 

DECISION/DIRECTION NOTE 

http://www.stjohns.ca/sites/default/files/files/publication/Housing%20Business%20Plan%20Final%20Draft.pdf


 

 

 
City of St. John’s  PO Box 908  St. John’s, NL  Canada  A1C 5M2  www.stjohns.ca 

 
Key Considerations/Implications:  
1. Budget/Financial Implications:   

Minimal savings related to annual maintenance of property. 
2. Partners or Other Stakeholders:  

The City's Affordable Housing Business Plan was built upon public and strategic stakeholder engagement, 
and the development and implementation of a new 10 year strategy will continue to be guided and shaped 
by multi-stakeholder partnerships and processes.  

3. Alignment with Strategic Directions/Adopted Plans:   
Developing a Civic Housing Action Fund with the initial investment of revenue from the sale of 16 Empire Ave 
aligns with the following goals from the City’s Strategic Direction: 

• Neighbourhoods Build Our City 

• A Culture of Cooperation 

• Fiscally Responsible 

• Responsive and Progressive 
4. Legal or Policy Implications:  

The City’s Legal Department would be required to support a land appraisal and the sale of the house. 
5. Engagement and Communications Considerations:  

Communication around the Civic Action Fund once details are finalized. 
6. Human Resource Implications:  

N/A 

7. Procurement Implication: 
N/A 

8. Information Technology Implications:  
N/A 

9. Other Implications:  
N/A 

 

Recommendation: Sell 16 Empire Ave and reinvest revenues into a Civic Housing Action Fund. 

Prepared by:  Simone Lilly, Affordable Housing & Development Facilitator 
  Judy Tobin, Manager of Housing Division 
 
Approved by:  Tanya Haywood, Deputy City Manager - Community Services 
 
Attachments:  N/A 
 


	1. Agenda Cover 
	2. Agenda Memo 
	3. Agenda Regular List 
	4. Regular_Minutes_April 24, 2018
	5. BHEP Report - April 10, 2018
	6.  Development_Committee_Council_ Report_April 24, 2018 
	7. COTW Report - April 25, 2018
	8. Development Permits List
	9. Building Permits April 30, 2018
	10. Payroll & Accounts
	11. 2018066 -  Supply & Delivery of 2 Single Axel Garbage Trucks - Council Approval Request
	12. DN 04 2018 Housing Civic Action Fund (002)
	5. BHEP_Report_April 10, 2018.pdf
	BHEP Report
	Attachment




