
BUSINESS RESOURCE & INFORMATION HUB

Important business updates and news -

Application – Outdoor Eating Areas and Lounges in the Downtown

A Discretionary Use application has been submitted by the City of St. John’s for potential outdoor
eating areas and lounges to be located along applicable sidewalks and parking areas in the
Downtown. 

​The City wishes to allow the use of these areas by business to expand their operations, especially
as social distancing is required during the COVID-19 pandemic. The use of these spaces will be
subject to a lease agreement with the City, which will outline the size of the space, hours of
operation for the outdoor patios, and other requirements. Businesses within the “Downtown
Mall” area will be able to lease this space outside the set mall hours.

Provide your comments by 9:30 a.m. July 2, 2020 to the Office of the City Clerk including your
name and address to: cityclerk@stjohns.ca

Help for businesses seeking PPE

Are you in need of personal protective equipment (PPE) to keep your operations running, but are
unsure of where best to source it? Or can / or are you manufacturing PPE for others? 

The Government of Canada has launched a new Personal Protective Equipment Supply Hub to
help organizations sell and buy PPE during the coronavirus disease pandemic. Visit the Personal
Protective Equipment Supply Hub to explore the resources and information available.

Expression of Interest: Committee to Review Mobile Vending

The City of St. John’s is seeking expressions of interest from individuals in the restaurant/retail
sector to sit on a committee to discuss opportunities for mobile vending throughout St. John's.

Apply by Friday, June 19, 2020. See all details at: http://stjohns.ca

Main Street Recovery Fund (MSRF) for Atlantic Canada's Small Businesses

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/buying-selling-personal-protective-equipment-covid-19-overview.html
http://stjohns.ca/public-notice/application-eating-establishiments-and-lounges-downtown-0
https://theneighbourgood.ca/


Small business is the backbone of the Canadian economy! And to enable them to bounce back
fully, the Government of Canada recognizes the need to support entrepreneurs to ensure the
survival of small businesses in our communities - committing over $43 million to 'main street
businesses' in urban areas in Atlantic Canada from the Regional Relief and Recovery Fund.

MSRF provides funding to support businesses that do not qualify for the Canada Emergency
Business Account (CEBA), the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), or the Canada Emergency
Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA).

Metro Business Opportunities will administer the program on behalf of the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency (ACOA) in the City of St. John’s and City of Mount Pearl.

Eligible businesses can apply to receive a $25,000 MSRF loan. On exceptional basis, where need is
clearly demonstrated, amounts can be up to a maximum of $40,000. Repaying the balance of the
loan on or before December 31, 2022 will result in loan forgiveness of 25% (up to $10,000). 

Apply online here or email MSRF@mboc.ca for further details. 

SHOP RIGHT HERE - For the Greater Good of our Community!

There has never been a more important time to shop right
here!

As we adapt to online shopping, home delivery, and curbside
pick-up, please support our business community and
economy - so that once this pandemic is over, we can all
continue to thrive!

Below are further listings of
businesses operating in St.
John’s metro, offering
contactless services, products
and promotions.

Follow along with -

Downtown St. John's

Guide to the Good

The Social Distant Club

Government of Newfoundland and Labrador - Alert Level 3

Red Tape Reduction Initiative Seeks Feedback from Local Business Community!

Since the onset of COVID-19 and the
implementation of a number of public health
restrictions, the business community of
Newfoundland and Labrador recommended a
number of measures that would ease some of the
pressures facing their industries.

One suggestion was an online tool where
businesses could provide feedback on how to
reduce government red tape.

Businesses are encourage to visit
engageNL to complete the online
questionnaire.

Written submissions are also being
accepted and can be emailed to
RTInitiative@gov.nl.ca. 

​Feedback will be accepted until August
31, 2020.

Residential Construction Rebate

A new Residential Construction Rebate Program will allow homeowners to save money on
construction and renovations, while also helping to stimulate the economy and employment in
the province’s construction industry. Homeowners can qualify for the Rebate in one of two ways:

Renovation Projects - A 25% rebate is available for renovation projects for principal residences
New Home Construction - A rebate of $10,000 is available for new home construction on homes
valued up to $350,000 before HST.

https://www.mbobusiness.ca/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5aea35dbf93fd45417b4e1a8/t/5ed5176a6e1b190b8946065b/1591023474634/Main+Street+Recovery+Fund+Application.pdf
mailto:MSRF@mboc.ca
https://theneighbourgood.ca/
https://www.downtownstjohns.com/article/special-services-and-operations-offered-by-downtown-st-johns-businesses/
https://www.guidetothegood.ca/buy/
https://socialdistanceclub.ca/
https://www.engagenl.ca/
mailto:RTInitiative@gov.nl.ca


The Department of Finance, via the Canadian Home Builders Association, began accepting
applications for the Residential Construction Rebate Program on June 8, 2020. 

Businesses with questions on operating in Alert
Level 3 are able to
email covid19info@gov.nl.ca 
​or call 1-833-771-0696

Opportunities & Further Supports
Youth Ventures 2020

Do you know a young person that has an excellent idea or a hobby that you think would be a great
business to start? Why not refer them to Youth Ventures Newfoundland and Labrador. 

The program, which helps students aged 12-29 start their own businesses, is up and running for
the season. This year the program will be delivered virtually due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

​Students will still receive the same skill development opportunities and virtual training events. For
more information, please contact Andrew Haire, Youth Ventures Coordinator with Metro Business
Opportunities. 

Professional Development Seminars

Gardiner Centre offers seminars in key business areas that are focused, concise (1-2 days), and
interactive, designed to give you practical knowledge and tools to achieve your business goals. 
Special Offer: If you register 5 or more individuals from the same organization in a seminar,
receive one free registration!

If you require further information email gardinercentre@mun.ca  - or discover more here.

St. John’s Day and Canada Day Celebrations Go Virtual

The City of St. John’s invites residents to celebrate St. John’s Days
from June 19-21 with a series of online events and presentations,
including a Container Gardening Online Workshop and a special
virtual Music @ Harbourside Concert featuring Fergus O’Byrne and
Jim Payne! For the complete listing of St. John’s Days events and to
register for workshops and watch parties, check the Events and
Festivals page on the City website.

Canadians from coast to coast to coast will be celebrating Canada
Day together virtually, enjoying online content especially crafted for
Canada Day. National celebrations will be broadcast on Canadian
Heritage’s social media sites and on CBC.  The City of St. John’s has
created a local Canada Day Celebration which will air at 6:30 p.m. on
NTV and on City of St. John’s social media sites.

Virtual Event Listings

Jun 18 Are you ready for the NEW Workplace?

Jun 18 KPMG The Re-Entry Show Role of Big Tech in the new reality post #COVID19

Jun 25 Ocean Innovators Meetup Series

https://www.chbanl.ca/residential-construction-rebate-program/
mailto:covid19info@gov.nl.ca
https://youthventuresnl.com/
mailto:ahaire@mboc.ca
https://www.mbobusiness.ca/
mailto:gardinercentre@gmail.com
https://www.mun.ca/gardinercentre/imt/professional-development-list.php
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjohns.ca%2Fliving-st-johns%2Fevents-and-festivals%2Fcelebrate-st-johns&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca1c77aeb43064af3b5b808d811397da3%7C77d442ceddc64c9ba7edf2fb67444bdb%7C0%7C0%7C637278285900730408&sdata=PnIXSFXiPWA1UG6E4sy7vNsiqwiBCdujRbtLE2Si3b4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/canada-day.html
http://www.stjohns.ca/city-hall/news-room/social-media
https://www.nlowe.org/event-3861130/Registration
https://events-meetings.kpmg.com/events/the-re-entry-show-innovating-to-thrive/registration-298aa77365f149f28a32b00fe4f568c0.aspx?utm_medium=Email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=&fqp=true
https://oceansupercluster.ca/event/ocean-innovators-meetup-series-june-25/


Jun 25 Passport for Growth - Doing Business Abroad: Protecting your Intellectual Property

Jun 25 Virtual Open House – Re-imagine Churchill Square

June 25 Covid-19 survey results on purchasing, travel intentions and economic confidence

June 25 Diversity Summit 2020

Jul 2 Uncover the Right Idea

Further Support & Resources from the Federal, Provincial (NL) & Municipal
Government(s) & Industry Associations

Government of Canada

Covid-19 Information Page

Covid-19 Economic Response Plan

Resources for Canadian Businesses

Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada (ISED)

Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and
Safety (CCOHS)

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA)

Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC)

Government of Newfoundland and Labrador

Covid-19 Information Page

Tourism, Culture, Industry and Innovation

Regional Municipalities

City of Mount Pearl
Conception Bay South
Town of Paradise
Town of Portugal Cove - St. Phillips
Town of Torbay

APEC - Atlantic Provinces Economic Council -
Click here

BOT - St. John’s Board of Trade -
Click here

CBA - Conception Bay Area Chamber of
Commerce - Click here

MPCC - Mount Pearl Chamber of Commerce -
Click here

CFIB - Canadian Federation of Independent
Business - Click here

PLA - Public Legal Information Association of
Newfoundland and Labrador - Click here

OA - Oceans Advance - Click here

NOIA - Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore
Industry Association - Click here

NATI - Newfoundland Association of
Technology & Innovation - Click here

NEIA - Newfoundland and Labrador
Environmental Industries Association - Click
here

NLCA - Newfoundland and Labrador
Construction Association - Click here

HNL - Hospitality Newfoundland and
Labrador - Click here

Department of Community Services | Economic Development, Culture and Partnerships
(709) 576-8107 | business@stjohns.ca | www.stjohns.ca

 ​  ​

https://www.nlowe.org/event-3871358/Registration
http://www.stjohns.ca/event/virtual-open-house-re-imagine-churchill-square
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjohnsbot.ca%2Fevents%2Fdetails%2Fcovid-19-survey-results-on-purchasing-travel-intentions-and-economic-confidence-3530%3FcalendarMonth%3D2020-06-01&data=02%7C01%7C%7C84aac92c864f4b13b5be08d8112526ec%7C77d442ceddc64c9ba7edf2fb67444bdb%7C0%7C0%7C637278198542824309&sdata=8khAze1BceT%2Fl1Efi4PIOzDA3zvBKjGMEH63JbOxGuE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ancnl.ca/diversitysummit2020/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/memorial-centre-for-entrepreneurship-10638470633?mc_cid=0fbf116931&mc_eid=803d846bc8
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/maintaingrowimprovebusiness/resources-for-canadian-businesses.html?utm_campaign=not-applicable&utm_medium=vanity-url&utm_source=canada-ca_covid-19-business
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/icgc.nsf/eng/home
https://www.ccohs.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/atlantic-canada-opportunities/campaigns/covid19.html
https://www.bdc.ca/en/pages/special-support.aspx
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/
https://www.tcii.gov.nl.ca/covidmsg.html
https://www.mountpearl.ca/covid19/
https://www.conceptionbaysouth.ca/covid/
https://www.conceptionbaysouth.ca/covid/
https://pcsp.ca/covid19/
https://torbay.ca/article/covid-19-updates/
https://www.apec-econ.ca/covid/
https://www.stjohnsbot.ca/covid-19
https://cbachamber.com/covid-19/
https://mtpearlparadisechamber.com/
http://www.cfib-fcei.ca/en/small-business-resources-dealing-covid-19
https://publiclegalinfo.com/covid-19-legal-information/
http://oceansadvance.net/
https://www.noia.ca/covid-19-resources/
https://www.nati.net/3133-2/
https://neia.org/a-summary-of-supports-available-to-your-business-to-help-you-through-the-covid-19-situation/
https://nlca.ca/critical-information-covid-19/
https://members.hnl.ca/events/details/town-hall-for-nl-tourism-businesses-covid-19-resources-and-supports-3488
mailto:business@stjohns.ca
http://www.stjohns.ca
https://www.facebook.com/cityofstjohns/
https://twitter.com/CityofStJohns

